Workshop on the Economic and Policy Implications of Water Banking
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Agenda: May 22, 2009

Location: Hyatt Regency Hotel, 1209 L St, Sacramento, CA 95814

Welcome, Introductions, and Goals for Workshop
Frank Wolak, Josh Nowlis, Buzz Thompson, Peter Kitanidis

Session 1: Goals and Performance of Water Banks

Speakers: Eric Averett, Rosedale Rio Bravo Water Storage District
TBD

Water banks have untapped potential in California. The State also has the

benefit of years of experience with water banking, mostly concentrated in

the southern San Joaquin Valley. This session will review that experience

with a focus on the goals of existing water banks, their performance, and

how they are governed.

Break

Session 2: Operation of Water Banks
Speakers: Will Boschman, Semitropic Water Storage District

Peter Vorster, The Bay Institute
The operational details of water banks influence many performance
criteria, from the need for additional infrastructure to environmental
concerns surrounding water quality and seasonal flows. This session will
examine operational considerations and concerns, with an emphasis on
current limiting factors and ways to address them.

Session 3: Potential for Expansion of Water Banking in California
Speakers: Greg Thomas, Natural Heritage Institute

Mark Williamson, Bookman-Edmonston
Thus far, water banking operations have shown potential to redistribute
water from wet to dry times. However, existing banks are concentrated in
space and time. This session will explore the potential for expanding water
banking in the State, with discussion of the costs and benefits of doing so.

Organize Breakouts
Break
Breakout Sessions (Topics TBD)

Summary and Next Steps



4:30 Adjourn



